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ABSTRACT

Despite its significant social, economic and political, modern
writings on Taif and its history over several epochs are rather few.
This may explain historian’s unwillingness to explore the history of
this city. Thus, there is obvious scarcity of the material on its
historical development and, like many Islamic cities, it did not
receive the attention of those with serious interest in the
historiographic weight that corresponds to its status.

The present dissertation aims at identifying the historically
momentous features left through many successive states in Taif,
thereby determining the nature of several dominant skeletons
brought about by the geographical and climatic circumstances in
Taif and its juxtaposition to Mecca. Another objective has been to
highlight the earthy conditions ascribed to the common political
conflicts in that spot. One additional objective has been to explore
the social and demographic nature of the area as well as the facets
that attracted people to come to Taif. Finally, the work has
presented the various economic aspect in Taif, its administrative
systems and the challenges facing economy, security, etc.

The dissertation, therefore, depends on the historical and
analytic methodology which enabled the researcher to come to
these conclusions. First, the ruling system did realize the central
role of its tribal system especially in politics, and did understand its
strategic location. This explains why it was keen to construct
military bases which contained military equipment and magazines.
Second, due to many upheavals, revolutions were common as an
expression of discontent with the widespread regulations imposed
by Mecca princes. Third, the governing state paid due attention to
the distinctive attributes in Taif, especially its strategic and
climactic position which made it an appealing spot and rich source
of agricultural and animal wealth. Fourth, the Ottoman
administration got the tribes involved in tribal internal conflicts
which left some negative impacts on destroying Taif and its



economic growth. Civil services were intentionally put on hold
especially in small villages because the rulers focused on urbanizing
life in major cities. Finally, health matters witnessed the spread of
many diseased such as cholera. As for transportation, only Mecca
Road obtained the administration’s consideration.



